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Thunder Bay police face allegafi

Body of Stacey DeBungee found in afjT
police actions.
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By Tanyad Jladbaagla Economi cs

Reporter
Thurs. , 22, 2016

The Ontario police oversight body will hold a sweeping review of Thunder Bay Police’s conduct
in the investigations in the deaths of indigenous people.

Sept

The Office of the Independent Police Review Director (OIPRI)) will conduct their systemic
review this fall. They will drill down on the deaths of Stacey DeBungee, 41, whose body was
found in a Thunder Bay river on Oct. 19, 2015, and on “information and evidence™
surrounding the deaths of seven students who attended a Thunder Bay high school from 2ooo

to 2011,

DeBungee’s body was found in the McIntyre River. Within three hours of the discovery, the
Thunder Bay Police issned a staternent that a body was found and that an “initial investigation
does not indicate a suspicious death. A post mortem examination will be conducted to

determine an exact canse of death.”

In a second press release on Oct. 20, 25 hours after the discovery, the police identified

DeBungee and said DeBungee’s “death has been deemed as non-criminal.”

“There is a systemic treatment of indigenous deaths that is not lost on any of my clients,” said
Julian Falconer, the DeBungee family lawver who also acted for Nishnawbe Aslkd Nation at the inquest
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The police put both the releasss out before a post mortem comred, Faleoner said

“They are less than worthy victims. This is simply 3 more aoute eample, 3 very clear example, of what is sadly being experienced i the
mmrdered and missing mdizenoms women and gils’ scenario. The quakity of the nvestizations are in my decades of practice, well below
the standard of amything I have ever seen.” Falcomer said

The OIPRD will mvestizate if “there is 3 pattem” by Thander Eay Police to competently investizate aborizinal deaths, Falooner said
“There are too many cases of aboriginal deaths that simply g0 uninvestizated or meompetently mvestipated.”

The Thonder Eay Police would not comment on details becanse of the upeoming reviews.

“The CIPRD is imvestizating a complaint m regards to our mvestization of the death of Mr. DeBungee, therefore we canmot comment on
this matter. In regards to 3 systemic review of our service by the OIPRD, we have not been provided details from the Director as to scope
0r parameters,” wrote Thunder Bay Police executive officer Chris Adams in an emadl.

Bradley DeBungee, Stacey's brother, 2id he was denied access to seeing his brother's body and that the police didn't answer i calls or
bis questions. DeEunzee s2id he felt “disresperted ™

“I azked them how they found him in the river and who foond them and they wouldn't explain that They were {dodging) a1l the questions
Twonld ask,” DeEnmges said Tharsday in a teleconferance call.

“This is blatant disrezard of one human being over another based on lfestnis and backgound,” DeBungee said.

At his brother's funeral, DeFunges expressed his concerns to Chief James Leonand of Bainy Biver First Mations and bezan to kook for
Lawyers for help. Mone of the lawyers he contacted in Thunder Bay would asree to take the case umtil he found Faleoner, who has recently
set up a Thunder Bay branch of his Toronto practice.

Similar palice releases were issuwed in at least two of the deaths of the indipenons smdents — Jethro Anderson and Regpie Eushie

The DeBungee family and Leonard asked Faleomer to file a complaint to the police oversight body. They also asked that an outside police
force redmvestipate the death of DeBangzes.

Sonmy Mozinns, DeBunges’s cousin, said he wants the police to show sccountability to ll ctizens, regardless of race.
“First Mations bves matter. We can't be looked upon as second-class citizens,” said MoGinnis,

However, the Thunder Bay Police is refusing to reassien the investization.
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In a better to Falooner dated Sept, 9, 2016, Thander Bay Police Chief J.P. Levesguoe =aid that whdle “it i= mot nnwsnal for a momicipal
police service to make =uch a request of the OPP, Comimissoner (Vince) Hawkes clearly expressed to me that he wonuld ot entertain such
a request duting the conrse of an omtstandmg OIPRD mvestipation. As sach I will not be making a request of the OPP for investigative
assistance nto the matter at this time ~

Levesque added he wonld review the siimation at the end of the external review.
Falconer called this a “stomewall™ by police. “This smuacks purely of reprisal, ™ he said

“wWhat we are now hearing is that the service that is most acotely being investipated can't assipn ont its homicide imvestigations becanse it
is being imvestigated. This is Alice in Wonderland ™ Falconer sasd.

Cring the joint inguoest into the deaths of the seven stodents, the jury examined the conduct of the Thander Bay Police, said Faleomer.
The inguest had more than 145 recommendations aimed at all levels of govemment, educators and law enforcement

The OIPE.D outlined their intentions in a July 4 letter to Falconer's lawyer Meaghan Daniel. The OIPRD conld not be reached for

comment.

“In terms of the complaints made by Mr. Brad DeBungee and Chief Jim Leonard, these complaints will be investigated by the OIPRD with
the purpose of determining the facts sormonnding the death of Stacey DeBangee and whether the investigation carmied oot by members of
the Thunder Eay Police Service gives rise to a finding that reasonable grounds exist that miscondact nonder the Police Services Act
oocramed,” the letter said.

“The investipation will probe the approach taken generally to sweh or similar cases as well as drawing on information and evidence from

the current inquest into the deaths of aboriginal yowths,” the better said

“The abrve will not onty inform the owtcome of the comdnet nvestigation bt will also lead to Director (Gerry) Motdeilly's determination
as 1o how a broader systemic review into these issues will be conducted in the fall and in conjunction with the conchsion of the condact
imvestipation ~ the letter said.

At the conchesion of oversight imvestipations, the chiefs of police and the OPP Comunissioner are responsible for disciplining officers and
holding hearines.

It is mow timse to appeal to a kigher groond | said Leomard.
“We meed to go farther up the chain and get the attormey general, the provinoe involved, the premier, the MPPs, legislators,” he said

Philip Elassen a spokesman for Ontario Attorney emeral Yasir Magei, s=dd they cannot comment on specific complaints made to the
OIPRD or about their investigations.

“The Omtario government is fully committed to effective and fair civilian oversight of police. The CIPRD is an independent agency
responsible for receiving and dealing with pablsc complaints aboat police in Cotar. The OIPPED makes decisions independent of
government, police and the commmmnity,” Elassem said.

This is wot the first time the DeBumngees famdly has suffered miscarriages of justics.

Erad and Stacey DeBunges’s three aunts — Edith Quagon, Eathleen MoGinnis and Sarah Mason — all were boatally killed and thedr story
was feamured in the Star series “Gone” on murdered and mdssing mdipemons women and girls.

ome of the sisters was mn over on a hkighway in Alberta, her body parts strewn across the rozd. Paolice sadd an investization was not
needed. The other two sisters were killed — one man was charged in the death of Edith Quagon and fioond mot gailty; another man
pleaded ity to manslanghter in the death of Sarah Mason and was sentenced to five years in prison bt he only served three years
‘before being placed on earky parole.
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A December meeting in International Falls could bring consensus on the shape of the future of
the now closed Grand Mound Interpretive Center.

Located 17 miles west of International Falls, site restoration has been taking place there and will
continue this fall, reported Ben Leonard, manager of the Minnesota Historical Society’s
community outreach and partnerships. He spoke to a group gathered Thursday for a Lunch and
Learn program, sponsored by the International Falls Area Chamber of Commerce.

While no plan for the historic burial mounds and surrounding acreage has been decided upon in
a nearly 3-year community discussion, the December meeting is expected to bring a community
needs assessment process to a consensus and a plan for the future of the site, he said. He said
the process has been “kind of like getting married,” which started with a 2-year dating process
that has provided a getting-to-know one another period, along with a process to figure out how
make it work and last.

Leonard said a preliminary plan calls for the hiring in the fall of 2017 a site manager, who would
have a larger role and serve as a regional MHS headquarters.

The plan also calls for some kind of public access to the site available in fiscal year 2018, he
said. “It’s a hazy goal,” he said, noting that it’s not yet determined what kind of access will be
offered at that point. Opening the site in stages, such as first to offer access to trails and later
adding interpretive panels, may be the best way to reopen the site, closed by the state in 2003
because of budget constraints and lack of attendance.

Add to those reasons, he said, “thinking too narrowly” about the site, which should include
interpretation of the other burial mounds in the region and how they fit in the “larger picture”
with other nearby historical sites, such as Voyageurs National Park, and area learning
institutions.

Ideally, Leonard said, the site should be accessible 365 days a year for skiing, showshoeing,
hiking, birding and connecting to the resources, such as the Rainy River lake sturgeon, which is
why the mounds were constructed 2,000 years ago.

A big part of the site manager job should be going to where the people are — schools, VNP,
Koochiching Museums and other places — to help them learn about the culturally and spiritually
significant site and how it ties into the area’s indigenous people, he said. That may draw people
to visit the Grand Mounds that would not have otherwise, he added.

A decision about whether to raze the existing building or construct a new place for people to
gather, which he said is needed there, has yet to be decided, he said.

The society would seek funding in its budget for the site, and added that money for the site was
included in a bonding bill that was not approved this year by the Minnesota Legislature.

During a 3-minute film about the mounds and site, Rainy River First National Chief Jim Leonard Il
said the mounds and the site can only be saved by sharing them with the world.

Ben Leonard said that starts with area K-12 schools, a generation of which has lost that
opportunity because of its closure, and Rainy River Community College and its indigenous
studies program.

Leonard acknowledged preserving the site will require some sort of security, noting that its
location along the United States border with Canada already offers an opportunity with its
frequent patrols by agents with U.S. Homeland Security. Discussions have taken place about
security with Koochiching County Sheriff Perryn Hedlund, he said.

During a question-and-answer period, Rep. Rob Ecklund asked about input by the state’s
indigenous people in interpreting Grand Mound and the society’s Fort Snelling site.

Leonard said talks have included informal input from Chief Leonard of the Rainy River First
Nations, which operates Kay-Nah-Chi-Wah-Nung Historical Center, which focuses on the Manitou
burial mounds across the Rainy River.

The society’s Indian Advocacy Group, which represents 11 nations, is aware of the Grand Mound
plan, he said. Following adoption of a formal plan, he said he would discuss what should be
shared at the site further with its representatives.

Applause followed a comment by Karen Warren-Severson Franchot, who give credit to Ben
Leonard with bringing what may have started as a controversial issue to where it is today. She
said his sensible approach was helpful in the community discussion.
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